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	REPUBLIC OF SERBIA

	MINISTRY OF JUSTICE

	Sector for Normative Affairs and International Cooperation 


	                     26.06.2012. 

                      Belgrade 


JUDICIAL CO-OPERATION
Latest information concerning international legal assistance agreements, protocols and memorandums with neighbour countries
I

1. Neighbour countries (ex SFRY )
2. Other countries in the region  
А) Agreements оn  international legal cooperation   
B) Protocols and Memorandums on cooperation  

C) Joint Protocols
C.1. Memorandum of Understanding of the Public Prosecution of the Republic of Macedonia, of the General Prosecutor's Office of the Republic of Albania, of the Prosecutor's Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina, of the State Attorney's Office of the Republic of Croatia, of the Republic Public Prosecutor's Office of the Republic of Serbia and the Supreme State Prosecutor's Office of Montenegro for Regional Co-operation against Organised Crime and Other Forns of Serious Crime signed 30.3.2005. in Skopje, amended on 25.1.2010 in Rome. 

C.2. Memorandum on strengthening regional and translational cooperation as a precondition for successful fight against organised crime in South Eastern Europe concluded between Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Interior and State Prosecutors of Republic of Serbia, Albania, Macedonia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Romania, Bulgaria, Croatia and Slovenia (5.10.2010)
1.  Neighbour countries (ex SFRY )
 Montenegro 
А) Agreements оn  international legal cooperation   
А.1. Agreement between the Republic of Serbia and Montenegro on Legal Assistance in Civil and Criminal Matters ("Official Gazette Republic of Serbia, International Agreements " , no. 1/ 2010. ).
А.2. Agreement between the Republic of Serbia and Montenegro on Mutual Enforcement of Judicial Decisions in Criminal Matters ("Official Gazette Republic of Serbia, International Agreements " , no. 1/ 2010. ).
А.3. Agreement between the Republic of Serbia and Montenegro on Extradition ("Official Gazette Republic of Serbia, International Agreements " , no. 1/ 2010. ).
А.4. Agreement between the Republic of Serbia and Montenegro on Amendments of Agreement on Extradition ("Official Gazette Republic of Serbia, International Agreement " , no. 1/ 2011. )
B) Protocols and Memorandums on cooperation  
B.1. Memorandum of Cooperation in criminal prosecution of the perpetrators of crimes against humanity and other values protected by international law between the War Crimes Prosecutor's Office of the Republic of Serbia and the Supreme State Prosecutor's Office of Montenegro of 31.10.2007.
B.2. Memorandum of Understanding on Enforcing and Improving Cooperation in Combat of All Forms of Serious Crime between the Republic Public Prosecutor's Office of the Republic of Serbia and the Supreme State Prosecutor's Office of Montenegro of 31.10.2007.
B.3. Protocol on cooperation between Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Serbia and Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Montenegro (concluded in June 2004, period of existence of the State Union of Serbia and Montenegro) 

B.4.Memorandum on cooperation between Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Serbia and Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Montenegro (29.05.2009.)           
Bosnia and Herzegovina
А) Agreements оn  international legal cooperation   
А.1. Agreement between the Serbia and Montenegro and Bosnia and Herzegovina
on Legal Assistance in Civil and Criminal Matters (“Official Gazette Serbia and Montenegro“-International Agreements " , no. 6/ 2005) 
А.2. Agreement between the Republic of Serbia and Bosnia and Herzegovina
on Amendments of Agreement between the Serbia and Montenegro and Bosnia and Herzegovina on Legal Assistance in Civil and Criminal Matters ("Official Gazette Republic of Serbia, International Agreements " , no. 13/ 2010. ).
А.3. Agreement between the Serbia and Montenegro and Bosnia and Herzegovina
on Mutual Enforcement of Judicial Decisions in Criminal Matters (“Official Gazette Serbia and Montenegro“-International Agreements " , no. 6/ 2005) 
А.4. Agreement between the Republic of Serbia and Bosnia and Herzegovina
on Amendments of Agreement between the Serbia and Montenegro and Bosnia and Herzegovina on Mutual Enforcement of Judicial Decisions in Criminal Matters ("Official Gazette Republic of Serbia, International Agreements " , no. 13/ 2010. ).
А.5. On 15th May 2012 in Belgrade was initialled the Agreement between the Republic of Serbia and Bosnia and Herzegovina on Extradition
B) Protocols and Memorandums on cooperation  
B.1. Memorandum of Understanding on Enforcing and Improving Cooperation in Combat of All Forms of Serious Crime between the Republic Public Prosecutor's Office of the Republic of Serbia, the War Crimes Prosecutor's Office of the Republic of Serbia and the Prosecutor's Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina of 1.7.2005. године.

B.2. Protocol on cooperation between Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Serbia and Ministry of Justice of the Federation Bosnia and Herzegovina (28.04.2006.) 

B.3. Protocol on cooperation between Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Serbia and Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Srpska (07.04.2009.)
Republic of Macedonia 
А) Agreements оn  international legal cooperation   
А.1. Agreement between the Republic of Serbia and the Republic of Macedonia on Legal Assistance in Civil and Criminal Matters (“Official Gazette Serbia and Montenegro“-International Agreements " , no. 22/2004)
А.2. On 30th November 2011 were signed:


a) Agreement between the Republic of Serbia and the Republic of Macedonia on Legal Assistance in Civil and Criminal Matters;

b) Agreement between the Republic of Serbia and the Republic of Macedonia on Mutual Enforcement of Judicial Decisions in Criminal Matters;

c) Agreement between the Republic of Serbia and the Republic of Macedonia on Extradition.

B) Protocols and Memorandums on cooperation  
B.1. Memorandum of Cooperation between the Public Prosecution of the Republic of Serbia and the Public Prosecution of the Republic of Macedonia on Combat of Transnational Crime of Trafficking in Human Beings and Illegal Migration of 30.5.2007

B.2. Protocol on cooperation between Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Serbia and Ministry of Justice of the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (29.09.2004.)
Republic of Croatia 
А) Agreements оn  international legal cooperation   
А.1. Agreement between the Republic of Serbia and the Republic of Croatia  on Legal Assistance in Civil and Criminal Matters (“Official Gazette SRY International Agreements ", no 1/1998).

А.2. Agreement between the Republic of Serbia and the Republic of Croatia  on Extradition ("Official Gazette Republic of Serbia, International Agreements " , no. 13/ 2010. ).
А.3. Between the Republic of Serbia and the Republic of Croatia begun consultation in order to conclude:

a) Agreement between the Republic of Serbia and Republic of Croatia on Legal Assistance in Civil and Criminal Matters, which would replace the Agreement on Legal Assistance in Civil and Criminal Matters between Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and the Republic of Croatia from 1997. 


b) Agreement between the Republic of Serbia and the Republic of Croatia on Mutual Enforcement of Judicial Decisions in Criminal Matters.

c) Agreement between the Republic of Serbia and the Republic of Croatia on Amendments of Agreement on Extradition, aiming to set wider possibilities of extradition of own citizens except for criminal offences of organized crime, corruption and certain other severe criminal offences.

d) Agreement between Republic of Croatia and Republic of Serbia to prosecute and punish of war crimes offenders.
B) Protocols and Memorandums on cooperation  
B.1. Memorandum of Understanding on Enforcing and Improving Cooperation in Combat of All Forms of Serious Crime between the Republic Public Prosecutor's Office of the Republic of Serbia, the War Crimes Prosecutor's Office of the Republic of Serbia and the State Attorney's Office of the Republic of Croatia of 5.2.2005. 

B.2. Memorandum of Cooperation in criminal prosecution of the perpetrators of war crimes, crimes against humanity between the War Crimes Prosecutor's Office of the Republic of Serbia and the State Attorney's Office of the Republic of Croatia of 13.10.2006.
B.3. Protocol on cooperation between Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Serbia and Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Croatia (05.12.2005.)
Republic of Slovenia
А) Agreements оn  international legal cooperation   
А.1. Agreement between the Republic of Serbia and the Republic of Slovenia on Legal Assistance in Civil and Criminal Matters (“International Agreements " , no.  9/2011)

А.2. Agreement between the Republic of Serbia and the Republic of Slovenia  on Extradition ("Official Gazette Republic of Serbia, International Agreements " , no. 9/2011)
А.3. On 30th November 2011 were signed Agreement between the Republic of Serbia and the Republic of Slovenia on Mutual Enforcement of Judicial Decisions in Criminal Matters 
B) Protocols and Memorandums on cooperation  
B.1. Protocol on cooperation between Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Serbia and Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Slovenia (28.09.2004.)
B.2. The Public Prosecutor's Office of the Republic of Serbia has no memorandums on cooperation  with Slovenia but Republic of Serbia and Republic of Slovenia are conected within the SEEPAG.

2. Other countries in the region  
Republic of Albania 
А) Agreements оn  international legal cooperation   
А.1. Convention on Extradition between the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes and the Republic of Arbans of 22 . Jun 1926.  entered into force on the 1929th (the "Official Gazette" no. 117/1929).

In November 2011 to the Republic of Albania were delivered the following Drafts:


a) Draft on the Agreement between the Republic of Albania on Legal Assistance in Civil and Criminal Matters.


b) Draft on the Agreement between the Republic of Serbia and the Republic of Albania on Mutual Enforcement of Judicial Decisions in Criminal Matters.


c) Draft on the Agreement between the Republic of Serbia and the Republic of Albania on Extradition. 
B) Protocols and Memorandums on cooperation  
B.1. Protocol on cooperation between Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Serbia and Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Albania (08.02.2006.)
Republic of Bulgaria 
А) Agreements оn  international legal cooperation   
А.1. Agreement between the Federal People's Republic of Yugoslavia and the People's Republic of Bulgaria on Legal Assistance of 23 March 1956th year ("Official Gazette of the SFRY" - Addendum no. 1/1957). 
B) Protocols and Memorandums on cooperation  
B.1. Memorandum of Cooperation between the Prosecutor's Office of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Republic Public Prosecutor's Office of the Republic of Serbia in Combat of Organised Crime and Laundering of Money Proceeding from Crime of 28.9.2004.
B.2. Protocol on cooperation between Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Serbia and Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Bulgaria (18.11.2005.)
Republic of Romania  
А) Agreements оn  international legal cooperation   
А.1.Agreement between the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and the Romanian People's Republic on Legal Aid of 18 October 1960th , entered into force on the 1961st ("Official Gazette of the SFRY" - Addendum no. 8/1961).

B) Protocols and Memorandums on cooperation  
B.1. Protocol on cooperation between Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Serbia and Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Romania (30.01.2007.)
Republic of Hungary 
А) Agreements оn  international legal cooperation   
А.1. Agreement between the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and the People's Republic of Hungary on mutual legal traffic from 7 March 1968th , entered into force on the 1969th ("Official Gazette of SFRY" - Addendum no. 3/1968).
А.2. Agreement between the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and the People's Republic of Hungary on Amendments of Agreement between the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and the People's Republic of Hungary on mutual legal traffic from 7 March 1986th  entered into force on the 1987th ("Official Gazette of SFRY" - Addendum no. 1/1987). 
B) Protocols and Memorandums on cooperation  
B.1. Memorandum of Cooperation between the Republic Public Prosecutor's Office of the Republic of Serbia and the State Prosecutor's Office of the Republic of Hungary оf 5.2.2008. 

B.2. Memorandum on cooperation between Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Serbia and Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Hungary (28.09.2009.)
Republic of Greece
А) Agreements оn  international legal cooperation   
A.1.Convention on mutual legal relations between FRY and the Kingdom of Greece on 18 June 1959th ("Official Gazette of the SFRY" - Addendum No. 7/1960), entered into force on 31 March 1960th
A.2.Agreement  on mutual recognition and enforcement of judgments between FRY and the Kingdom of Greece on 18 June 1959th ("Official Gazette of the SFRY" - Addendum No. 6/1960), entered into force on 31 March 1960th
A.3. Agreement of Trade and Navigation between the Kingdom of SHS and the Greek of 2 November 1927th ("Official Gazette", No. 254/1928) entered into force on 1 November 1928th

B) Protocols and Memorandums on cooperation  
B.1. Protocol on cooperation between Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Serbia and Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Greece (09.02.2006.)
B.2. . The Public Prosecutor's Office of the Republic of Serbia has no memorandums on cooperation  with Republic of Greece but Republic of Serbia and Republic of Greece are conected within the SEEPAG.
Republic of Turkey
А) Agreements оn  international legal cooperation   
A.1.Convention on Judicial Assistance in Criminal Matters between the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and the Republic of Turkey on 8 October 1973. , entered into force in 1975. ("Official Gazette of SFRY" - Addendum. 1/1976).

A.2. Convention on Extradition between the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and the Republic of Turkey of 17 November 1973rd , entered into force in 1975. ("Official Gazette of SFRY"-Appendix. 47/1975).

A.3. Convention between the Kingdom of Yugoslavia and the Republic of Turkey on mutual relations between the court cases, civil and trade of 3 July 1934th ("Official Gazette", No. 26/1936), entered into force on 27 July 1937th
A.4. 19.4.2011. The Republic of Serbia submitted to Turkey:

- Agreement between the Republic of Serbia and the Republic of Turkey on on Legal Assistance in Civil and Criminal Matters;
 - Agreement between the Republic of Serbia and the Republic of Turkey on on Mutual Enforcement of Judicial Decisions in Criminal Matters;

  - Agreement between the Republic of Serbia and the Republic of Turkey on Extradition.

B) Protocols and Memorandums on cooperation  
B.1. Ministry of Justice is in the process of preparing the agreements on cooperation with the  Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Turkey  since May 20th 2011
B.2. The Public Prosecutor's Office of the Republic of Serbia has no memorandums on cooperation  with Republic of Turkey but Republic of Serbia and Republic of Turkey are conected within the SEEPAG.
Republic of Moldova 
А) Agreements оn  international legal cooperation   
B)  Protocols and Memorandums on cooperation  
II


Neighbour countries and the Republic of Slovenia are the countries with which the Republic of Serbia has very extensive legal assistance, especially when it comes to cooperation with Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Republic of Croatia. Neighbour countries and the Republic of Slovenia are the countries with which the Republic of Serbia has the most extensive legal cooperation. Out of total number of approximately 20.000 requests for international legal assistance per year, regardless of whether they are related to the requirements of judicial and other authorities of the Republic of Serbia addressed to the competent foreign authorities, or the requirements of international judicial and other authorities addressed to the Serbian authorities, 70% is related to the cooperation with abovementioned countries, primarily to cooperation with Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Republic of Croatia.


The largest number of these requests (two-thirds) is related to providing general (other) aspects of international legal assistance, such as service of judicial and extra-judicial documents, performance of procedural actions in civil and criminal matters, service of various information, whilst lately are more and more present the  requests in criminal matters relating to the application of special measures (investigative techniques).

When it comes to cooperation in other aspects of international legal assistance in criminal matters, there is very intense cooperation in extradition of defendants and convicts, in enforcement of criminal decisions with or without transfer of convicts, as in ceding and takeover of criminal prosecution.


Regarding extraditions of defendants and convicts, it should be noted that the Republic of Serbia has agreements on extradition, which provide the possibility of extradition of own citizens for a certain criminal offences, only with neighbour countries, namely the Republic of Croatia and the Republic of Montenegro, that an agreement foreseeing this possibility was signed, but not yet ratified with the Republic of Macedonia, and that it is initialled this agreement with Bosnia and Herzegovina. 


In addition to abovementioned it is pointed out that in period from 1th of January to the 20th June 2012, the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Serbia received 2.453 requests for international legal assistance in criminal matters, sent by domestic and international judicial and other authorities, out of which 2.199 are related to general aspects of international legal assistance in criminal matters, 42 to the transfer of convicts, 21 to the enforcement of foreign criminal decisions without transfer and 128 to the ceding of criminal prosecution. In the same period it was admitted 3.601 requests for international legal assistance in civil matters, out of which the largest number is related to general aspects of legal assistance and obtaining information on foreign law.

In abovementioned period of time, the Ministry submitted to the neighbour countries and the Republic of Slovenia 30 requests for extradition of defendants and convicts, while upon the requests of mentioned countries for the extradition of defendants and convicts was rendered 35 decisions. 

Out of total number of requests in criminal matters submitted to the Ministry of Justice, 725 are related to the cooperation with Bosnia and Herzegovina, 566 with the Republic of Croatia, 490 with the Republic of Macedonia, 325 with the Republic of Montenegro, 173 with Hungary, 91 with the Republic of Slovenia, 47 with the Republic of Bulgaria, 25 with Romania and 11 with Albania.

Out of total number of requests in civil matters, which were submitted to the Ministry of Justice, 2062 is related to cooperation with the Republic of Croatia, 403 with Bosnia and Herzegovina, 202 with the Republic of Macedonia, 172 with the Republic of Montenegro, 136 with the Republic of Slovenia, 36 with Hungary, 21 with the Republic of Bulgaria and 7 with Romania. 

The number of outgoing requests is incomparably bigger than the number of incoming requests.                                               

III


Concerning the requests form Eurojust the Ministry of Justice received in total number since 2009 until June 2012. 20 cases including all countries.  
ASSISTANT MINISTER 
                                                                                                              Vojkan Simić
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